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“CHANGE FOR A CHANGE” 
 
The “Change for a Change” jar at the front of the Sanctuary is a year-
round project that supports an organization chosen by students in our 
Religious Education Program. 
 
This church year, contributions to the “Change for a Change” jar will 
support our Bridge family, Jasmine Cotton and her 4-year-old twin 
boys, Jahki and Jahleel. Jasmine is earning high grades at DeVry 
Institute, where she is pursuing a nursing degree. Her active sons are 
attending day care and preschool. UUSG is partnering in this project 
with the DuPage Unitarian Universalist Church. 
 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
Board of Directors 
Board President, Bill Scown  Secretary, John Towell 
V.P., Admin. Council, Dan Masini  Director, David de Coriolis 
V.P., Program Council, Debbie Leoni Director, Jennifer Klein 
Treasurer, Patricia Ward   Director, Cindy Vacek 
Assistant Treasurer, Jim O’Malley  Director, Dick Yingst 
 
 

Team Leaders 
Canvass: George Tattersfield LRE: Jodi Brown, Jenny Montgomery 
Communications: Cindy Vacek MAD: Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates                                  
Emergency Response: Hal  Membership: Bev Coe, Jill Brown   
 Schulman   Ministries (“MOM”): Deb Brod 
Facilities: Deann Alleman  Nominating: David Tomell 
Finance: Kevin O’Neill     Personnel: Bill Pokorny 
Green Sanctuary: Ann Drover, Social Justice: Jean Pierce 
 Nancy Goodfellow   Technology: Jeff Stibal 
Heritage: Pat Ward   Worship: Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
Hospitality & Fellowship:  WOW Care Ministry: Glenda Peck, 
 Christy Hickey, Kim Liang              George Tattersfield 
Lay Ministry: Mark Alleman   
 
 

Music Ministry 
Music Director, Tracy Rosenkrans, music@uusg.org 
RE Music Director, Sandra Anderson-Cordogan, remusic@uusg.org 
Choir Director, Bridget Kancler, choir@uusg.org 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 21, 2014 

Ingathering Music 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

Song of Community 

 Deck the halls with boughs of holly… 

 Tis the season to be jolly… 

 Don we now our gay apparel… 

 Troll the ancient Yuletide carol… 

 See the blazing Yule before us… 

 Strike the harp and join the chorus… 

 Follow me in merry measure… 

 While I tell of Yuletide treasure… 

Words of Welcome & Congregational Greetings 

At the sounding of the Rin Gong, please enter into 
Shared Silence. 

Prelude  O Holy Night, Adolph Adam, arr. Tom Roed 

THE FIRST CELEBRATIONS: The Rebirth of Light 
(adapted from Kenneth L. Patton) 
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Chalice Lighting 

* Song of Praise (please see lyrics inside cover) 

* Unison Reading of Our Covenant 
(please see words inside cover) 

* Doxology (please see lyrics inside cover) 

Congregational Offering  Yule, Lisa Thiel 

THE STORY OF HANUKKAH: The Rebirth of Freedom 
(adapted from Rabbi Michael Feshbach) 

Hymn  # 222  “Mi Y’Malel” (in English only) 

Pastoral Prayer & Silent Meditation 

Responsive  I’ll be Home for Christmas, Kim Gannon, 
Walter Kent, Buck Ram 

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS: The Rebirth of Hope 
(adapted from Jory Agate) 

CAROL  O Little Town of Bethlehem  

 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 

 Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 

 The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
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   GIVING “BEYOND OUR WALLS” 
 

It is our custom to collect donations for a charity or social service 
project that our Social Justice Team has identified as being in harmony 
with our mission to be “…a force for compassionate social justice.” 
 

If you wish your donation to go to this month’s cause, write “Beyond 
Our Walls” on your envelope or check memo line. During December, 
“Beyond Our Walls” donations will go to the Holiday Lights Fund, 
which will be divided among the three causes detailed below. 
 

(Note: You do NOT need to choose among the causes, although you  
could earmark your donation for one of them by writing “Elba’s Kids,” 
“Habitat,” or “Bridge” in the memo line of your check. 100% of the 
donations will go directly to the families identified.) 
 

“Elba’s Kids” 
Church member Elba Karim began this project to support neglected and 
abused kids who have suffered trauma in our area. In addition to money 
contributed through the Holiday Lights Fund, people are invited to 
contribute items such as handheld games, DVDs, costume jewelry, 
clothing, books, toys, craft supplies, gift cards, passes for outings such  
as the movies, or items from Elba's Amazon Wishlist (search for “EJ 
Karim”). Teens are often the most overlooked in terms of needs. 
Donated gifts are appreciated year-round. 
 

Pottawatomie Habitat gifts 
Our local Habitat coordinator, Nancy Goodfellow, will purchase gifts  
for the family: Cody and her two young sons, Jaxon, 6 and Jacob, 3. 
In October, they moved into the St. Charles house rehabbed by the 
Pottawatomie Habitat for Humanity. 
 

Bridge Communities family 
UUSG is partnering with the DuPage UU church to provide temporary 
housing, education, and support for Jasmine Cotton and her adorable 
twin 5-year-old sons, Jahki and Jahleel. Your contributions will help 
pay for gifts and winter clothes for these rapidly-growing boys. 
 
For people who would like to target their donations to particular 
causes, here is the schedule for the next couple of months: 

 January: Humanitarian Service Project (Senior Project) 
and the Northern Illinois Food Bank  

 February: Bridge Community Family and YRUU Habitat Trip             
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TODAY & THIS WEEK AT UUSG 
 

 
Sunday, December 21  

 11:15 am Big Ideas Covenant Group 
 12:30 pm Atheism, Humanism, & Life Issues Study  

   Group 
 12:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 7:00 pm  Reiki Share   

 
Monday, December 22   

 9:00 am  12/28 Mini-Pioneer & 12/29 Weekly Email 
   Deadline (note that this deadline is early due 
   to the holidays) 
 

Tuesday, December 23 Congregational Administrator on Vacation 
    through Saturday, January 3 

 7:00 pm   Small Group Ministry 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Eve / Office Closed / Staff Off 
 4:00 pm  Family Service 
 6:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 7:30 pm  GAS AA 
 8:00 pm  Candlelight Service 

 
Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day / Office Closed / Staff Off 
  
Friday, December 26 Church School Administrator’s Day Off 

 
Saturday, December 27 Church School Administrator’s Day Off 

 
Sunday, December 28  

 9:30 am  Intergenerational Fire Ritual 
 10:30 am Potluck Brunch 

                      
Monday, December 29   

 9:00 am  1/4 Mini-Pioneer & 1/5 Weekly Email  
   Deadline (note that this deadline is early 
   due to the holidays) 
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CAROL  Jesus Our Brother  

 Jesus, our brother, kind and good, 

 was humbly born in a stable rude, 

 and the friendly beasts around him stood,  

 Jesus, our brother, kind and good. 

 And all the beasts by some good spell  

 in the stable dark were glad to tell  

 of the gifts they gave Emmanuel,  

 the gifts they gave Emmanuel.  

 

CAROL Angels We Have Heard on High 

 Angels we have heard on high 

 sweetly singing o’er the plains 

 and the mountains in reply 

 echoing their joyous strains. 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo, 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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CAROL  The First Nowell  

 The first Nowell the angel did say 

 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 

 in fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

 on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

 Born is the King of Israel. 

 They looked up and saw a star, 

 shining in the east beyond them far 

 and to the earth it gave great light 

 and so it continued both day and night. 

 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

 Born is the King of Israel. 

 And by the light of that same star 

 three magi came from country far 

 to seek a king was their intent 

 and to follow the star wherever it went. 

 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

 Born is the King of Israel. 
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Giving “Beyond Our Walls” In November, we collected $1,676.25 
for Fisher House, which provides free housing so military families 
can be close to a hospitalized loved one. 
 
Interested in Days of Service? If you would like to be notified about 
Food Bank Ministry opportunities and/or Monthly Days of 
Service, please visit uusg.org/opt-in, or talk to Kevin Beyer or Lisa 
Gades. Feel free to sign up for both lists; our system is smart 
enough not to duplicate messages! Our next date is Saturday, 
January 24, 9-11:30am, at Northern Illinois Food Bank. 
 
More Than One Ton of Ice Cream! Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the Food Bank Team’s inaugural event: Mavra Ali; 
Kevin Beyer; James & Jamie Carroll; Rosana Bourg; Salome 
Fogleman; Meg Goings; Mary & Eric Jonke; Tom Lichtenheld; 
Vera Lind; Doris Lipman; Tracey McFadden; Sam & Omar Mejia; 
Jan Miller; Jenny, David, & Ellie Montgomery; Jeanne Neltnor; 
Nate Ng; Kathie & Gary Noll; Ramsey Rusef; Ed Wehling; and 
Chris Weithers. UUSG teamed up with a group of Girl Scouts to 
pack 2430 pounds of ice cream! 
 
Such Talent! Thank you to our Commit to Knit (and Crochet!) 
group for using their talents to brighten the holidays for seniors at 
Geneva Care Center. Members contributed four soft lap robes and 
four beautiful shawls for GCC's Christmas Gift program...quite a 
feat, considering the short notice! 
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Winter Weather Closing Policy As a regional congregation, with 
many of our folks traveling a considerable distance to get to 
Geneva, we do have a policy for winter weather: 

 If the wind chill in the greater Chicago area is colder than 40 
degrees below zero, or if travel advisories have been issued 
because of snow or wind, we cancel all church events, 
including any meetings, office hours, RE classes, and 
worship. 

 If Sunday activities are canceled, we’ll try to get that 
information onto our website and the Congregational 
Administrator’s voicemail message (call 630-232-2350 
and then press 1-0-0 to hear the message). 

 During the week, if you're not sure about the severity of the 
weather, please check with your group’s facilitator. 

 When in doubt, please stay home!  

 
PROMOTING PRACTICAL GOODNESS  
 
Affordable Care Act Enrollment UUSG is hosting two more dates 
when people can sign up for Affordable Care Act coverage. To 
register, contact Bill Scown (wnscown@comcast.net or 630-360-
0905) Sessions are scheduled for: January 10, 10am-3pm (coverage 
will begin February 1) and February 14, 11am-4pm (coverage will 
begin March 1). 
 
 
Christmas Eve Collection This year’s collection will be divided 
between the Humanitarian Service Project and our UUSG “Make 
a Difference” emergency assistance fund. If you will be out of town 
or otherwise unable to attend Christmas Eve services but would like 
to make a donation to the Christmas Eve offering, please mark it 
“For Christmas Eve” and mail it in or drop it into the collection 
baskets. 
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CAROL  Silent Night, Holy Night 

 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

 round yon virgin mother and child.  

 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight. 

 Glories stream from heaven afar,  

 heav’nly hosts sing “Alleluia.” 

 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 Silent night, holy night, Child of God, love’s pure light 

 radiant beams from thy holy face, 

 with the dawn of redeeming grace. 

 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Antiphonal Closing  # 616  “For So the Children Come” 

Postlude  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Charles Wesley, 
Felix Mendelssohn, arr. Tom Roed 

Closing Words & Benediction 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP TEAM 

Both Services 
Musicians: Patricia Arzaga; David Dillenbeck, 

Audrey Jonke, Anna Masini, Dan Masini 
Counters:   Kevin Beyer, George Tattersfield 

9:30am service 
Worship Associate: Julie Riffle  
Nursery Caregivers: Kathy Bonea, Jenny Hanson 
Social Hour Hosts:  Hospitality & Fellowship Team 
 
11:15am service 
Worship Associate:  Julie Riffle 
Nursery Caregivers: Kathy Bonea, Veronica Norris 
Social Hour Hosts:  Hospitality & Fellowship Team 
 

 

INSIDE STORY: Christmas Eve Services 

Wednesday, December 24: Christmas Eve Services  
 4pm: “Family Friendly” service especially for young 

children  
 8pm: Candlelight Choir Service  
 Using all available seating, our Sanctuary holds an absolute 

maximum of 150 people, including the Choir. 
 Understandably, the 8pm Choir Service is the most 

popular—for our own folks and for visitors. Once there are 
150 people in the Sanctuary, our Greeters will direct people 
into the Common Room, where we’ll broadcast the service. 

 We strongly recommend that families with young children 
plan to attend at 4 o'clock. 

 If you are planning to attend the 8 o'clock service, please do 
plan to arrive well before 8pm. Latecomers are almost 
guaranteed seating in the Common Room. 
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Intergenerational Services LRE classes will not meet today or on 
December 28. We encourage all the children and youth to join the 
intergenerational services in the Sanctuary on both dates. 
 
Status, Please! Pledge status statements were emailed (or mailed) 
in early December. Contact our Congregational Administrator, 
Katie Phillips, today or tomorrow if you have questions.   
 
What Happens at Board Meetings? To improve communication, 
the Board of Directors publishes a summary of each month’s 
meeting. For a more detailed description of the Board meetings, see 
the official minutes online (uusg.org/board-meeting-minutes). 
Please note that these are posted later than the summary, after they 
have been approved by the Board the following month. Members of 
the congregation are welcome to attend Board meetings, which are 
held at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 
 
At the December meeting, the Board of Directors:  
1. Moved to accept Senior Minister job description;  
2. Moved to accept Assistant Minister job description;  
3. Moved to accept Intellectual Property Policy;  
4. Discussed land donation in the context of the Finance Team’s report 
(report appended to the minutes); 
5. Scheduled hosting of Social Hour on January 11, 2015;  
6. Planned to hear updates of Canvass and Assistant Minister search  
at next meeting. 
 
December Deadlines Due to the holidays, some upcoming 
deadlines have changed:  

 December 28 Mini-Pioneer and December 29 weekly email: 
9am on Monday, December 22 

 January 4 Mini-Pioneer and January 5 weekly email: 
9am on Monday, December 29  
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End-of-Year Donations If you are planning to make a donation 
(toward your pledges or otherwise) in 2014, keep in mind the 
following rules that UUSG is required to follow regarding 
end-of-year donations:  

 In order to be included as a charitable donation for 2014, 
your contribution must be delivered to UUSG on or by 
December 31. The office will be closed on December 31.  

 Checks that are placed in the church offering during the first 
worship service in 2015 will not qualify for a charitable 
contribution deduction in 2014, even if the check is predated 
to 2014 or was actually written in 2014.  

 However, checks that are written, mailed, & postmarked in 
2014 will be deductible in 2014 even if they are received in 
2015.  

 The best way to make sure your donation is received in time 
is to drop it in the collection basket today!  

 
December Staffing In addition to their regular days off 
(Wednesdays & Thursdays for Lindsay; Fridays and Saturdays for 
Katie and Michelle), staff will be off work and off-line these days:  

 Katie: Tuesday, December 23 - Saturday, January 3  
 Michelle: December 24, 25, & 31, and January 1 

In addition, Michelle will work from home the last 2 weeks 
of December.  
 
HVAC Upgrades After six months of reviewing proposals for 
replacing our HVAC systems, our Facilities Team selected a 
contractor (Confident Aire of Batavia) and presented a plan for  
approval by the UUSG Board in November. We now have a new 
furnace in Pioneer House and a new furnace and air conditioner for 
the Sanctuary. A zoning system for the 1955 addition (Conant 
Room, kitchen, washroom, hallway, and north end of the Common 
Room) ties into the new Sanctuary units. In addition, a heater/fan 
will be installed in the ceiling of the Sanctuary vestibule. Thank you 
to everyone who contributed their time and energy to this project! 
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MAKING CONNECTIONS  
 
Cookie Walk Results Our December Cookie Walk fundraiser 
featured over 5,700 beautiful holiday cookies baked by more than 
60 volunteers and resulted in $2,248.13 of income to UUSG. 
A complete list of volunteers is posted in the Common Room.  
 
Greetings from the Search Committee! With our freshly updated 
Congregational Record (profile) online, our application is now open 
for candidates. This process is identical to last year; candidates have 
the opportunity to review Congregational Records and then submit 
requests to exchange packets. The process is similar to any online 
dating site….both parties are looking for the perfect match. We 
have hopeful aspirations that the perfect match is out there and 
we will keep you posted on the progress. 
 
February Sky Concert UUSG is pleased to host another winter 
concert from February Sky on Friday, January 9 at 8pm. February 
Sky features traditional singer and Celtic guitarist Phil Cooper with 
songwriter and singer Susan Urban. Phil sings and plays his own 
arrangements of traditional songs and tunes on six string guitar and 
cittern, and he also interprets songs from the best of modern folk 
song writers. Susan Urban is a writer of story songs and humorous 
“slice of life” songs. For more details, go to februarysky.com. 
 
Get Involved With Interweave, a local group of LGBTQ members, 
friends, and allies who meet once a month to have discussions 
about interesting and important issues. Join them for a group party 
hosted by Steve Zrebiec on Sunday, January 18 at 4pm. Contact 
Lynn Steele at interweave.leader@uusg.org for more information. 
 
Canvass Mailing Prep It might feel too early to start thinking about 
canvass, but it’s not! If you can help prep our mailings on the 
following dates, please contact Katie Phillips (office@uusg.org): 

 Wednesday, January 7, 10am  
 Wednesday, January 28, 10am   
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Photo Finish Have you had your picture taken yet? Did you miss 
the last photo sessions for the next directory? Do you want your 
college kids in your family’s picture? Did you completely forget 
that we're even making a photo directory? Fear not! By popular 
request, we have scheduled more dates—Sundays, December 21 
& 28—for the spring 2015 directory. If you’d like to be included, 
sign up in the Common Room or at uusg.org/directory-photos. 
 
Kid-Friendly Events & Activities Parents, would you like to receive 
announcements describing opportunities at UUSG that are 
especially designed for your children (beyond Religious 
Education)? Find out about social justice opportunities for young 
people. Know what activities for children are being planned in 
conjunction with the church picnic, holiday decorating, auction, etc. 
Learn when childcare will be provided for free. Team leaders at the 
church are inviting you to be part of an email list. Please sign up at 
uusg.org/opt-in to be included.  
  
 
LENDING A HAND  
 
Our Upcoming Canvass Day of Service is scheduled for Saturday, 
February 7, 2015! This annual event has become such a success that 
we now need a few more volunteers to help the day run smoothly. If 
you can help out with setting up, transporting and storing items, or 
being a back-up “Point Person” for an activity, please sign up in the 
Common Room or at uusg.org/canvass-dos-helpers.  
 
Holiday Shopping When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon 
donates 0.5% of the purchase price to UUSG! Just visit 
smile.amazon.com. You need to select “Unitarian Universalist 
Society of Geneva” before you begin shopping for the church to 
receive donations from eligible purchases. This process works with 
your existing Amazon.com account. Just remember to select items 
via the Amazon Smile website.  
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GIVING THANKS  
 
This week’s “Promoting Practical Goodness” Award goes to John 
Rosenkrans for spending 15+ hours arranging and writing out all 
the Christmas Eve hymns for our musicians. 
 
Social Hour Hosts Thank you, Hospitality & Fellowship Team, 
for providing two Social Hour tables for us this morning, one 
following each service. We hope you will join us as we celebrate 
our No-Rehearsal Holiday Pageants as well as welcome UUs home 
for the holidays! 

 
GETTING INVOLVED 

 
 Want to learn more about being a “For All Ages” presenter?  

Contact Rev. Lindsay at minister@uusg.org. 
 Want to share special music with the congregation? Contact our 

Music Director, Tracy Rosenkrans, at music@uusg.org. 
 Would you like to greet or host? Sign up in the Common Room 

or at uusg.org/greeting/ or uusg.org/hosting/. Questions? 
Talk to our Hospitality & Fellowship Team at 
hospitality@uusg.org. 

 Interested in learning more about our religious education program 
and teaching the next generation of UUs? Contact our Church 
School Administrator, Michelle Gibson, at LRE@uusg.org. 

 
NUTS & BOLTS  
 
Holiday Pageant This year’s “no-rehearsal” holiday pageant will 
take place today. For those of you who have seen it before, you will 
remember that the pageant is loads of last-minute fun and 
merriment. It’s intergenerational with roles for all ages. We are 
looking forward to a wonderful pageant full of fun for everyone! 


