
UUSG Council Minutes 
August 5, 2014 

 
Members present: Deann Alleman, Deb Brod, Jill Brown, Nancy Goodfellow, Debbie Leoni, 
Kim Liang, Dan Masini, Jenny Montgomery, Glenda Peck, Katie Phillips, Jean Pierce, Jeff 
Stibal, Pat Ward  
 
Dan Masini called the meeting to order at 7:30pm by inviting all to read our opening words.  
Check-in led to a short discussion of the Board minutes which had been included with the 
council teams monthly reports. Inclusion of the Board minutes with the council team reports was  
appreciated by several people.  
 
Staff:  Katie reminded everyone about the carpet shampooing and progress on the Memorial 
Garden.  
 
Administration Ministry Team Reports: 

 Facilities: Deann: Sherri Casterline has installed some translucent curtains in the Conant 
Room to prevent  people looking into that area where musicians might have left 
instruments. Boundary markers have been installed around the UUSG property.  

 Finance: In Jim’s absence, Katie reported that the July finance report is still being 
written. 

 Fundraising: Jean Pierce reported that every team will need to create a basket for the 
silent auction at the November 15 Saturday Night Feverish Auction fundraiser.  

 Technology:  No additions to the written report.  The electrons are flowing. 
 
Program Ministry Team Reports: 

 Heritage: The Fox Valley Interfaith group is organizing a Sacred Architecture Tour 
between September 2014 and May 2015. Each city is given a month and each church a 
date. UUSG selected April 2015. The team plans to write the text for the event and then 
use it in a Worship Service before the UUSG tour. FYI: 175th anniversary year for 
UUSG is 2017. 

 Membership: The team is adding a tall table and chairs to their information area during 
social hour. The team suggested the far south west corner of the room against the folding 
door. A discussion about that being the most  effective location. Consensus was that the 
small chest of drawers between the door to the LRE area and the closet be relocated to 
another area and the membership table be located in that area. 

 Social Justice: Jean questioned the title for her team members who served as leaders for 
the various Social Justice activities  during the year, i.e., Lazarus House, Northern Illinois 
Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity, etc. These projects were previously known as teams of 
the Social Justice Committee. No real consensus was reached.  

 A brief discussion about the impact of the restaurant next door impact on parking for the 
11:15am worship happened here. Katie reported that she has been privy to a strong rumor 
that there may be a 9am brunch that would impact the 9:30am parking as well.   

 WOW: Glenda reported that meals have been taken to the Tilbrook family. The Fraziers 
helped with some cleaning and moving. There is an ongoing ministry to the Jerrard 
family. The card-making project was very successful. 



Ministry Team Charges Update: 
 Jean Pierce had a session with Sherri Casterline to put the Social Justice charges into the 

same form that Sherri had done with Technology. The result was not a  working 
document that Jean felt comfortable using the coming year. 

 There seemed to be consensus that all ministries would at least find a date for a meeting 
with Sherri Casterline by the September 2 meeting.  (The date does not have to be before 
the September meeting, just have a date set.)    

 
Towards More Effective Communication: 

 The group listed the various ways that information is distributed from and to ministries, 
and the congregation in general. 

 The question arose as to why people feel they have not been informed. One answer was 
that people do not take the opportunity to read the printed or electronic versions of 
communication. 

 A discussion of goal-setting and when in the church year this needs to be done. At 
present, the goals are to be included in the annual report by each team. Then a 
collaboration retreat between teams and the Board seems a bit late in July. 

 Continuation of this discussion and the other issues on the agenda were tabled for 
September meeting 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Goodfellow 


