
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Joint Councils 

January 7, 2014 
 

*** Meeting canceled due to inclement weather *** 
 

 
A.  Staff Reports 

 
 
Senior Minister’s Report 
by the Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
 
December was a frenetic month when it was being busy, but thanks to my November Study Leave week, 
during which I was able to pull together most of the special services I was responsible for in December, 
my actual logged month was deceptively quiet. I averaged 34 hours a week (137 hours total), plus time 
spent reading that was not specifically worship or program connected. Activities included: 

 meeting with Deb Brod to plan the revival of the Committee on Ministries 
 Councils and Board 
  rehearsals for the Auden, Pageant, and Christmas Eve services 
 session with my spiritual director 
 meeting of the Western Crescent UU Ministers 
 meeting of the Margarita Sisterhood (UU women ministers' support group) 
 meeting with the Search Committee to discuss the job description for the Assistant Minister 
 staff meeting 
 special Christmas season services 

o W. H. Auden Readers Theater 
o Pageants 
o Family Service on Christmas Eve 
o Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve 
o Fire Ritual for the New Year's service 

 wake and service for a non-UUSG member whose friends had attended a memorial service 
at UUSG in the past 

 conference call with UUSG attorneys 
 
I had 6 individual hypnosis sessions, 2 home visits, and 10 other pastoral meetings. 
 
Church member Mary Schweizer died peacefully at home on December 22 after several weeks of 
Hospice care. It was her specific wish that there be no memorial service, and since her family wanted to 
honor her wishes, no service was held. 
 
About a week before her death, Mary made a donation to UUSG of $5,000 specifically to help pay for a 
hearing loop in the Sanctuary, to make the services more welcoming to the hearing-impaired. Katie did 
some research on this a couple of years ago. We'll refresh the information and submit a proposal 
sometime in the next couple of months. 
 
Committee on Ministries members Deb Brod, Monica Jenkins, Nancy Goodfellow, and Jim Frazier will 
meet with me at the end of January to revive that Committee and consider ways of improving its visibility 
and functioning. We also need 2 additional members—a Board liaison if possible, and someone 
connected closely to the LRE ministry. Suggestions are welcome. 
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Congregational Administrator’s Report 
by Katie Phillips 
 
Previous Month’s Activities: 

 Prepared, proofread, and printed orders of service for the Christmas Eve services 
 Met with Treasurer Bill Scown to discuss implications of the new UUA retirement plan 
 Was home sick for the better part of a week; worked from home as much as possible 
 Sent Cookie Walk volunteers reminders 
 Processed incoming pledges to the Assistant Minister Capital Campaign; also updated public 

list of donors weekly 
 Met with George Tattersfield to review progress on both the Assistant Minister Capital 

Campaign and the spring 2014 canvass 
 Created special email blasts: Cookie Walk Celebrates 31 Years This Friday; We Need Your 

Help to Hire an Assistant Minister; We Will Be Hiring an Assistant Minister!; December 
Services, Celebrations, & Staffing 

 Updated bulletin board displays for the Assistant Minister Capital Campaign and December 
Services, Celebrations, & Staffing 

 Met with Linda Burke to finalize plans for miscellaneous items in the Wright Room on the 
lower level. That room will be available as a meeting room again later in January. 

 Prepared and mailed about 185 pledge reminder statements 
 Reviewed addresses in Quickbooks so 2013 giving statements are mailed to the correct 

addresses in January 
 Collected and sent Day of Service information to Dave Moore and Andy Montgomery for 

canvass literature (postcard and brochure) 
 Updated addresses in Quickbooks in preparation for January mailing of 2013 donor 

statements 
 Worked with Lindsay, Linda Burke, and Deann Alleman to come with a list of appropriate 

tasks to help a church friend fulfill requirements for court-ordered community service 
 Attended Board meeting 
 Proofread Mini-Pioneer 
 Created Pioneer 
 Created text for weekly email blast 
 Paid bills and did payroll 
 Created monthly financial report 
 Send reminder emails to counters 
 Answered emails 
 Updated online worship outline weekly; notified musicians 
 Prepared Council reports and agenda 
 Updated various events and activities on the calendar 

 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, I am sharing information (no discussion necessary). 
A fire safety reminder—the furnace rooms may not be used for storage! The Hart Center (across the 
street from our neighbors the Patten House) had a fire this month and it was started by items stored too 
close to a furnace. If you’re short on storage for your committee or group, come talk to me and we’ll come 
up with another solution. 
 
Progress on Goals 
Goal: Complete Congregational Administrator job description and present it to the Board for approval 
Progress: Completed. Approved by the Board of Directors on November 12, 20113 
 
Goal: Create Employee Handbook, including information detailing benefits, holidays, vacation time, etc. 
for all employees 
Progress: Lindsay and I have both reviewed Bill Pokorny’s first draft; further discussion is necessary to 
hash out some details. 
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Goal: Train Office Assistant on additional tasks, such as submitting press releases to various news 
outlets, compiling monthly committee reports, entering worship attendance into database, etc. 
Progress: Ongoing 
 
Upcoming Events:  

 Pioneer Deadline: 9am on Monday, January 27 
 Next Council Reports Due: 9am on Thursday, January 30 
 Budget requests for fiscal year 2014-15: due by Sunday, February 23, 2014. A draft budget 

will be reviewed by the Finance Committee on March 9. The Finance Committee will make 
their recommendation for the final budget in April, in time for the Board to review it on April 8 
and vote on it at their Special Budget Board meeting on April 22. 

 A reminder that the office is closed after 2pm on workdays and, beginning in January 2014, I 
will have 1 Sunday off per month (although my overall monthly hours will remain the same). It 
will generally be the 3rd Sunday, but subject to change as needed. 

 
Church School Administrator’s Report 
Report submitted by: Michelle Gibson 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 Pageant 
 Researched CPR training for nursery staff 
 Attendance Tracker 
 Communications 
 Teacher Support 
 Nursery Scheduling 
 Nursery Support 
 Bulletin Board 
 Mid-Year Teacher Meeting Planning 

 

 
B.  Administrative Council Committee Reports 

 
 
Facilities Committee 
Report submitted by: Deann Alleman 
Committee representative at the meeting: Deann Alleman 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 The Conant Room has been tidied up following the closet construction project.   
 Basement cleanup and storeroom arrangement progressing 
 Worked on revision of committee/team structure and procedures in preparation for recruiting 

needed  team members and other volunteers 
 David Tomell did a temporary repair of one of the round Common Room tables but the 

broken pedestal may need to be replaced. These tables are not strong enough for someone 
to sit on, which seems to be what happened.  

 David is also investigating a solution for getting the motion light mounted on Pioneer House 
to function again.   

 Dan Bottoms completed the building inspection for this quarter and took advantage of our 
one break in the extreme weather. 

 Katie and Deann have started a project list for our handyman who will be scheduled soon.    
 
Progress on Committee Goals 
Goal: To increase the volunteer support for maintenance, particularly for landscaping work 
Progress: Ongoing. Have put together an outline of volunteer roles & needs for recruitment.      
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Goal: To continue to implement environmentally sustainable actions in the ongoing maintenance and 
improvement of the UUSG facilities 
Progress: Ongoing.  We have taken steps to recycle items as part of our projects.   
 
Goal: Reinstitute the Building Inspection Team to provide monthly inspection of building exteriors. 
Progress: The schedule has been updated. The checklist has been revised to reflect these changes.     
 
 Upcoming Projects 

 Storage and closet cleaning is ongoing. 
 Budget preparation and update of Capital Improvement Project list 

 

 
 
Finance Committee 
The monthly report will be available after the December Finance Committee meeting. 
 
December 2013 Income Summary 
December 1, 2013: Pledges: $6,913 BOW Donations: $738 
December 8, 2013: Pledges: $8,562 BOW Donations: $1,131 
December 15, 2013: Pledges: $15,103.50 BOW Donations: $1,143 
December 22, 2013:  Pledges: $25,545 BOW Donations: $906 (plus $100 for Christmas Eve) 
December 24, 2013 Pledges: $965  Christmas Eve Donations: $2,310 (plus $25 for BOW) 
December 29, 2013:  Pledges: $3,020 BOW Donations: $550 (plus $20 for Christmas Eve) 
December 31, 2013:  Data not available yet. 
 
Totals:   Pledges: $60,108.50 BOW Donations: $6,923 
 
Of the $6,923 collected for the Holiday Lights collection, $4,493 was for “Beyond Our Walls” and $2,430 
was for Christmas Eve.  
 
Please note that numbers above do NOT include any donations received after December 29. This report 
will be updated once those contributions have been processed. 
 

 
Fundraising 

 
Nominating Committee 

 
Personnel Committee 

 
Technology Committee 

 
C.  Program Council Committee Reports 

Canvass Committee 

Committee on Ministries 
 

Communications Committee 
 

  



Joint Council Committee Reports 5 January 14 

Green Sanctuary Committee 
Report submitted by: Llona Steele 
Committee representative at the meeting: Nancy Goodfellow 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 
Green products were sold during social hour. 
 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
We have signed a one-year contract with the Community Energy organization for wind energy support 
and have sent the money to pay for the year.  The organization will be sending us a link for materials we 
can use in the committee and for some to be used in the LRE program. 
 

 
 
Heritage Committee 
Report submitted by: Patricia Ward 
Committee representative at the meeting: Patricia Ward 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 Met on December 11, but not on December 25. Continued sorting documents. 
 Measured the Heritage Committee closet for purchase of most efficient steel shelving, to be 

ordered soon. 
 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
The tentative plan for immediate use of the Heritage closet is to survey materials now stored in a closet of 
the Potter Room and move as much of that material as possible into the Heritage closet, which provides a 
better storage environment. 
 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
Through uuhs-chat@lists.uua.org, Pat Ward has had email contact with John Leeker, the archivist at 
Meadville Lombard, specifically about papers of Dr. Charles Lyttle (minister emeritus of UUSG) currently 
held by Dr. Lyttle's son, Bradford.  Pat has not had time to follow up further but plans to do so.  The 
possibility exists that these papers will find new homes at UUSG and/or Meadville Lombard.  More to 
come. 
 
Progress on Committee Goals 
Goal: To schedule inventory(s) of the church safe deposit box. 
Progress: In process. 
 
Goal: To have a full-committee discussion of the many things Pat learned at the Archives course entitled 
“Archives: Principles and Practices” at the Campbell Center on Sept. 13 & 14, 2013, which will have great 
effects on future committee activity. 
Progress: On the To-Do list. 
 
Goal: Re-print the church history book, “Pulpit and Pew Tales” 
Progress: Katie has offered to help us look into how we can get this book re-printed. Pending, considering 
Katie's extra workload because of the holidays and her involvement in the assistant minister campaign 
and search materials and all the other jobs that unexpectedly come her way. 
 
Goal: Schedule further discussion(s) with Doreen Christiani, tech consultant, about archival software. 
Progress: In process. 
 
Goal: Create a regular schedule of changing the display case in the Heritage Room. 
Progress: Will be considered by the committee. 
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Goal: Find more committee members or volunteers to help sort documents and carry on committee work. 
Progress: Pending compilation of new Time & Talents survey. However, one person may join us as a 
volunteer sorter or member in February.  
 
Goal: To coordinate with LRE Committee to evaluate found LRE material for retention and to investigate 
whether Church Windows can be used as a primary depository of LRE registration and attendance 
information. 
Progress: In process. 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Meetings on January 8 and 22, 2014 
 Host coffee hour on April 6, 2014 

 
 

 
Hospitality & Fellowship Team 
Report submitted by: Cindy Vacek 
Committee representative at the meeting: TBA 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 Decorated the church for the December holidays 
 Organized the church decorating party where 41 folks of all ages attended, made tree 

ornaments, and decorated 
 Hosted two social/coffee hours on December 22 celebrating the Holiday Pageant services.  

Wildly successful! 
 
Upcoming Events 
Un-decorating the church on January 4 
 

 
Lay Ministry Committee 
No report. 

 
 
Lifespan Religious Education Committee 
Report submitted by: Linda Burke 
Committee representative at the meeting: Linda Burke 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 Sunday LRE Point Person list for January-February done 
 Holiday Pageant very successful, LRE provided support, personnel, and funding 
 Evaluated multiple items found in the process of moving downstairs storeroom, worked with 

Katie to determine disposition 
 Reviewed Assistant Minister survey results and provided input to AM job description 
 Set up January through May teaching schedules 

 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, we are: Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
Michelle Gibson is seeking childcare providers for the Canvass Day of Service and New UUs in February. 
If you know of any folks who could help out, please let Michelle know ASAP. 
 
Progress on Committee Goals 
Goal: Establish young adult group. 
Progress: Started 
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Goal: Run OWL for both junior high and high school groups. 
Progress: Junior High OWL cancelled due to low enrollment 
 
Goal: Recruit more YRUU advisors. 
Progress: One more recruited, seeking one more 
 
Goal: Recruit more Volunteers.  
Progress: In process – have library, junior high group persons, more parents volunteering at junior high 
and YRUU levels 
 
Goal: More connection to UU world 
Progress: Advisor Con, Spring CON with Countryside 
 
Goal: Communicate with Search Committee about LRE needs. 
Progress: Major topic at Dec. LRE meeting 
 
Goal: Create four person teacher teams. 
Progress: Four person teams working well, only 3 teaching slots not filled 
 
Goal: Have an “On call” Teacher in the sanctuary every Sunday. 
Progress: Not yet started; Michelle will work on in new year 
 
Goal: Have a PreK -9:30 class. 
Progress: Have 2 teachers at 9:30, none regular at 11:15 
 
Goal: Better parent accountability for child care needs. 
Progress: New system which requests sign-up for childcare beyond Sunday mornings has generally 
worked well 
 
Additional accomplishments:  

 Created and maintained Busy Bags in Sanctuary 
 Supported intergenerational Pageant 

 
Upcoming Events 

 Planning CPR class for nursery caregivers and teachers in February 
 UUSG YRUU will co-sponsor Spring CON with Countryside Church 
 Mid-year teacher meeting will be January 27 

 

 
 
MAD Fund 
Report submitted by: the Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
 
As of this report, we haven't yet transferred MAD's share of the Christmas Eve offerings into the MAD 
account. There is therefore no change from last month's banked balance of $12,557.72. 
 

 
 
Membership Committee 
Report submitted by: Jim Burke 
Committee representative at the meeting: Jill Brown 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 
Committee meeting on December 8, 2013 
 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
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“New UUs” will be returning to a three-session program. This way we would be able to include all the 
information about the major UUSG committees. The Membership Preparation class would be separate, 
not connected to the end of the New UUs sessions. It doesn’t work well as an appendage to the New 
UUs. We need to keep them separate and have unique emphasis on each. 
 
At the end of a New UUs session we could ask the New UUs to check off on a sheet what areas are of 
particular interest to them. We have an example of such a form obtained by Mark Alleman when he 
visited the Fourth Church in Chicago. This could provide ideas for what committee work they would best 
enjoy. 
 
We will have two committees present at each New UUs session. Ten minutes could be allocated for each 
committee that the Board wants to have important face time with new members/friends. 

 Social Justice 
 Hospitality & Fellowship 
 LRE 
 Facilities 
 WOW Team 
 Green Sanctuary 

 
Upcoming Events 
Spring 2014 New UUs Dates: February 16, February 23, and March 2 
 

 
 
Social Justice Committee 
Report submitted by: Jean Pierce 
Committee representative at the meeting: Jean Pierce 
  
Previous Month’s Activities 
 Monthly Day of Service: Illinois Youth Center party: 20 people participated in the party and an additional 
5 people purchased items for the party. Once again, Literacy Volunteers gave us 70 books donated by 
shoppers at Barnes and Noble for the boys. 
 
December “Beyond Our Walls”: I do not have the final figures for Holiday Lights and Christmas eve 
donations. I do know that $2,000 was given to Elba Karim to purchase gifts for abused teens and $500 
was given to Laura Laughlin to purchase a gift card for the YRUU Habitat family. 
  
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, we are: Sending Materials out to WOW and possibly Hospitality for Consideration and 
Direct Response to the Submitting Committee 
Item: Cooking for a Cause Ministry. We would like to create a team of people who are interested in 
cooking together. We know that the WOW team has a Souper Successful Brigade of folks who like to stir 
the pot together. We have some additional ways in which folks can gather to cook for causes – like fixing 
lunches or dinners for Lazarus House. And now folks from our church have been invited to help prepare 
and serve community dinners on third Fridays at the Fox Valley Presbyterian Church beginning in March.   
What do you think about asking people to sign up for a Cooking for a Cause Ministry, which would invite 
people to gather together to cook soups, Lazarus House dinners, and community dinners? 
   
Upcoming Events 

 January 5 For All Ages: Lisa Gades will introduce the monthly recipient of loose plate 
collections: Northern Illinois Food Bank. People will be given a list of all future monthly 
causes so that they can pick and choose causes to support if they wish. [Didn’t happen—
church was canceled due to snowstorm.] 

 January 18, 8:45am-11:30am: Monthly Day of Service at Northern Illinois Food Bank 
 January 24 Friday Flick: “Inequality for All” 
 February 15: Canvass Day of Service: 
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o Food Bank 9:00am-11:30am (arrival time 8:45am). Adults or children 8 and older with a 
parent. 

o Children's Birthday Project is 10:30am-noon in the Common Room.  All ages. 
o Senior Gift Bag Project is 1:00pm-2:30pm in the Common Room.  All ages.   
o Pottawatomie H4H can use 5-8 people, 8:30am-3:00pm. The address is 1620 S. 13th 

Ave., St. Charles. They also need someone (individual or family?) to provide lunches for 
the volunteer crew--probably around 10-15 volunteers including the leaders. This activity 
is for adults or teens 15 and older with a parent. 

o Holmstad:  BINGO, 2:00-3:00pm (arrival time 1:45pm). Right now, we have room for 15 
people, all ages. 

  

 
 
Worship Committee 
Report submitted by: the Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
 
Attendance/participation in December was slightly lower than last year, although I suspect the challenges 
of counting for the Pageant and Christmas Eve and even the Fire Ritual/Brunch have made those 
numbers lower than they actually were. Officially, 177 people were in church for the Pageant, but that 
doesn't include the children and adults who were in the pageant itself, not in the congregation. The 
number involved is closer to 225. We know we had 60 at the Family Service on Christmas Eve, which, 
given the bitter cold, was a good attendance. The Candlelight Service was completely full, and with 
George Tattersfield's gift for gently cramming people into already full pews, I think the 160 count in the 
book is a bit low. 62 people participated in the Fire Ritual service, but we've no count of the others who 
came at 10:30 or later for the Potluck Brunch. I'm guesstimating another two dozen joined us for food and 
fellowship. 
 
The Candlelight Service went especially well. Gratitude to Bridget Kancler and the Choir, to Dean 
Malambri at the piano, to string players Wendy Evans-Glazier and Larry Glazier, and to Music Director 
Tracy Rosenkrans for working to make the music fit so well with the words; gratitude to Cindy Vacek, Julie 
Riffle, and Thom Thomas for helping to make the words come alive. 
 
 
December 2013 service attendance: 
December 1, 2013: 9:30am: 75 with kids & teachers, 57 without 

11:15am: 80 with kids & teachers, 53 without 
December 8, 2013: 9:30am: 77 with kids & teachers, 56 without 

11:15am: 90 with kids & teachers, 59 without 
December 15, 2013: 9:30am: 86 with kids & teachers, 71 without 

11:15am: 99 with kids & teachers, 60 without 
December 22, 2013: 9:30am: 78 with everyone (intergenerational service) 

11:15am: 99 with everyone (intergenerational service) 
December 24, 2013: 4pm: 60 
 8pm: 165 
December 29, 2013: 9:30am: 62 with everyone (intergenerational service) 

11:15am: no 2nd service 
 

 
 
WOW Team 
Report submitted by: Glenda Peck 
Committee representative at the meeting: Glenda Peck 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 Continued support for Dana Kapadia: Meals and Soup Brigade offerings were delivered to 
the family through December 23. 

 Page Poris requested name of a good plumber in the area.  Several responses came in. 



Joint Council Committee Reports 10 January 14 

 Ruth Cavanaugh and Han DeKok were offered assistance/meals upon hearing the news of 
Han’s recovery from thyroid cancer. This offered was graciously declined. 

 Kim McDuffee-Dotson was offered helped upon hearing the news that her mother-in-law had 
suffered a stroke. Meals were arranged. Those assisting with meals: Trish Beckjord, Holly 
Orcutt, George & Gail Tattersfield 

 Words of encouragement, condolence, and congratulations continue to be sent to 
member/friends of the church by Molly MacKay Zacker and Tracy Rosenkrans. During the 
holiday season, Molly and Tracy paid particular attention to those in the church who have lost 
a loved one this past year with cards and letters.    

 
Progress on Committee Goals 

 The leadership of this committee is continuing to provide follow-up for members and friends 
of the church who may need longer-term monitoring. 

 Extension to the committee members will be made to join leadership at the Council meeting 
in January. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 A new Soup Brigade cooking session will be organized in February once the leadership team 

evaluates the need and impact of this new initiative. 
 During the Women’s Retreat in January, a card crafting table will be available. The cards will 

be made by the women and then used by WOW for various correspondences.  
 Host coffee hour on February 2 

 

 


