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January 9, 2018 
 
the Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates, Senior Minister 
 
Previous month’s activities supported these Current Congregational Goals: 
         Make a Positive Difference in Our Community 
         Increased Congregational Engagement 
  
December activities: 
14 pastoral contacts: 3 long pastoral email exchanges, 1 health care facility visit, 5 off-site meetings, 3 
home visits, 2 office visits 
  
I logged 155 church hours, excluding the week between Christmas and New Year’s that I took as 
vacation time. There were therefore 3 “official” working weeks in December, at about 51.5 hours a week. 
  
Dec. 3   MOM meeting 
         AntiViolence Vigil at Geneva UCC (very low attendance, and I think the UUs outnumbered the 
UCC  

folks) 
Dec. 5    Staff meeting 
         Council meeting 
Dec. 10 Third Street 7 Principles signs placed (I designed them, ordered them, paid for them from  

Professional Expenses, and handed them over to Dave Davis and Dave Hanchette to put up on 
the  

3rd Street lot; so far, they are undisturbed) 
Dec. 12 Spiritual Direction 
         Staff meeting 
         Board meeting 
Dec. 17 read-through for the Christmas Eve Family Service 
Dec. 18 read-through for the 10 AM Christmas Eve service 
Dec. 24 15 hours at the church, with the special 10 AM service, pot-luck brunch, one office visit,  

the 4 PM Family Service and the 8 PM Choir & Candlelight Service for Christmas Eve 
Dec. 26 – 30 vacation days 
Dec. 31 End of the Year Fire Ritual service, assisted by Melissa Auer and with Dave Davis handling the  

technical elements and Dean Malambri at the piano 
  
Upcoming Events: 
Nothing significant on the horizon until March, when I’ll be away for a weekend for an intensive Medical 
Reiki class in New York. UU songwriter/performer Jim Scott will be here to cover the services that 
weekend. 
  
Other Projects: 



I’ve begun the process of clearing out the Senior Minister’s office, which means going through books, 
special objects that I’ve collected over the years, and 40 years’ worth of paper files, deciding what to take 
home, what to leave for my successors, what to hand over to other ministry teams, what needs to be 
shredded, and what can be thrown away. Much will be left in place for the next minister(s) to deal with (it’s 
hard to know what might be useful to someone else). Some things I’ll keep, but most of the more 
idiosyncratic items will need to find appropriate new homes. 
  
I’m looking in particular for new homes for the artwork. Almost all of it was done by members or friends of 
UUSG, each piece has a story. Some may be appropriate for New2U. A few pieces will leave with me, but 
I simply have no place for most of them at home. There are two Jim Jenkins pieces, a water color by Sally 
Malm, 2 oil paintings by Selwyn Boyer’s father (who has several pieces hanging in various art museums; I 
have some of the relevant documentation from Selwyn in my files), small objects that were gifts received 
over the years – they’re all special and important to me, and I would very much like to have them go to 
others who will both enjoy them and appreciate where they came from. I’m not sure how to deal with this 
– have a tag sale in June in the Alcott Room? Donate everything to the next UUSG Auction? Suggestions 
would be welcome! 
 
 

Christine Imielski, Congregational Administrator  
Previous month’s other activities and accomplishments   
•Communications 
-Prepared Christmas Eve Orders of Service 
-Daily updates to UUSG website 
-Facebook Postings 
-Edited Mini-Pioneer bulletins  
-Sent weekly reminder emails to counters. 
-Answered emails and phone calls. 
-Created and edited weekly email blasts 
-Created, designed, and edited Pioneer 
-Updated various events and activities on the calendar 
-Created/Edited/Updated Sign Up Genius for Counters 
•Facilities/Emergency Response Committee 
-Gave out door key codes as needed 
-Coordinated room reservations 
-Garbage and Recycling out weekly 
•LRE 
-Entered new registrations for LRE Students in Realm 
-Miscellaneous correspondence and answered questions on Sundays 
•Technology 
-Updated email forwarders as requested 
-Ongoing training of Realm with congregation members 
•Finance/Stewardship 
-Created Finance Report, Check Report, and Credit Card Report 
-Corresponded with congregants on Pledge Balances and record keeping 
-Processed Paypal donations 
-Paid employment taxes, filed Federal and State reports 
-Paid bills, ran payroll, made weekly deposits 
-Corresponded with appropriate parties on BOW collections, sent donations to appropriate recipients.  
-Paid reimbursement requests 
-Reconciled Bank Statements with Dave Moore 
•Other 
-Added information to Wiki 



-Forwarded pastoral concerns to Lindsay.  
-Attended meetings: Staff (weekly), Finance, Council, Board, Communications 
-Updated online worship outline weekly 
-Arranged for pickup/drop off of various items for congregation members 

 
 
Lisa Rittenberry, Administrative Assistant  
 
 

Communications Ministry Team 
 

 
Facilities Ministry Team 
Big thanks to Sherri Casterline, Larry Casterline, Eric Peterson, George Tattersfield, David de Coriolis, 
Rhonda Robinson, and Linda O’Neill for hanging the garland and wreath in the sanctuary, and for putting 
the garland and lights around the sanctuary’s entrance! 
  
The Facilities Team is in the process of setting priorities for upcoming projects.  Some of the projects that 
are likely to rise to the top of the priority list are: replacing the flat roof above the common room, replacing 
the porch deck boards on the east side of Pioneer House, repairing and painting the trim around the bell 
tower, and replacing the carpet in the common room.  Cost and urgency will be the key variables for 
selecting our highest priorities. 
  
The Facilities Team is looking for more members, so if you’re interested in helping us preserve our 
historic site, improve our meeting space, or enhance our classrooms, then please contact the team. 
 

 
Finance Ministry Team 
Report Submitted By: Christine Imielski  
The monthly report will be available after this month’s Finance Team meeting. 

 
Green Sanctuary Ministry Team 
 

 
Heritage Ministry Team 
 

 
Hospitality and Fellowship Ministry Team 
 
 

Lifespan Religious Education  



 
Make A Difference (MAD) Fund 
Report submitted by: Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
Team representative at meeting: Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
  
Previous month’s activities that directly support the Current Congregational Goals (as applicable):  
         Goal: Make a Positive Difference in Our Community 
 
No MAD activity in December  
 
·   December 1 Opening Bank Balance             $   8156.80 
·   December 1 cash on hand                            $  190.00 
·   December bank disbursements                     $     -  0  - 
·   December cash disbursements                     $     -  0  - 
·   December donations (cash)                        $  -  0  - 
·   December 31 bank balance                           $   8156.80 
·   December 31 cash balance                          $     190.00 
·   total MAD resources.                                    $   8346.80 
  
½ of the Christmas Eve offerings will go to support our MAD fund. As of this writing, however, we have no 
idea how much that might be. 
  
Team members: George Tattersfield (liaison with WOW), Jane Willard, Jeanne Neltnor, David deCoriolis, 
Rev. Lindsay ex officio. 
 

 
Ministry on Ministries (MOM) 
Report submitted by: Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
Team representative at meeting: Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
  
Previous month’s activities that directly support the Current Congregational Goals (as applicable): 
  
         Goal: Growth to Achieve Our Vision 
         Goal: Make a Positive Difference in Our Community 
         Goal: Increased Congregational Engagement 
         Goal: A Facility & Staffing that Supports Our Vision 
         Goal: Align Finances To Realize Our Vision 
  
MOM met with a full contingent on December 5, 2017, to discuss various issues affecting the 
congregation and its ministries. We don’t report on our full conversations, since those conversations are 
treated as confidential. But occasionally there are items we want to share more widely. 
  
Rev. Lindsay’s December “From the Pulpit” column in the Pioneer was the direct result of MOM’s 
conversations about the level of anxiety in the congregation being expressed as often contradictory 
complaints. MOM would also like to see the MAD Fund more widely advertized. 
 
 



Nominating Committee 
 
Report by Jim Frazier 
 
Nothing to report - January will be much busier! 
 

Social Justice Ministry Team 
December Report submitted by:  Bill Scown 

Previous month’s 
activities that 
directly support 
the current 
Congregational 
Goals (as 
applicable) 

● Our Friends at the First Congregational Church of Geneva were the target of an 
anti-LGBT hate group that protested loudly outside the church in late November 
during services and handed out hateful pamphlets. UUSG folks and a large 
contingent of other supporters were outside the church during their service from 9 
till 11 am over the next 3 weeks with “Got Love” and other signs countering the 
anti LGBT hate group.  It was an inspiring action supporting love and kindness.   

● Fox River Valley Initiative  - A FRVI mental health team had a very productive 
meeting with Mike Brown, CEO of Mercy Presence Hospital, Joe McMahon Kane 
County States Attorney, and Don Kramer Kane County Sheriff  on the topic of 
establishing a Crisis Stabilization Unit on the Mercy Presence campus.   We are 
all well aligned on the strategy of a CSU collocated with the emergency 
department and discussed fund raising for the first phase. This is looking very 
promising.    

● IYC Christmas Party – As always the kids had a great time and so did we.  Many 
cookies consumed and really some really dumb games played. Thanks to Melisa 
Auer for organizing the effort again this year.     

● We placed corrugated plastic signs on our 3rd Street lot advertising UUSG and 
our 7 principles.   

● The November BOW collection for Vets “Be a Hero to a Hero” raised $1,449.  November 
FYTD BOW collections are $5,224. 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
& Projects 

 
● The next social justice meeting will be January 28th at 12:30 PM.     

 
 

 

 
 

Stewardship Ministry Team 
 
Technology Ministry Team 

 
Welcoming Ministry Team 
Report by Jim Frazier 
 
Next installment of Pathway to Membership on 2/25/18 



 
Worship Ministry Team 
Report submitted by: Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
Team representative at meeting: Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
  
Current Congregational Goals routinely supported by the work of the Worship Ministry Team: 
         Goal: Growth to Achieve Our Vision 
         Goal: Make a Positive Difference in Our Community 
         Goal: Increased Congregational Engagement 
  
December services: 
Dec. 3        Rev. Lindsay, “Reclaiming the Circle” 
Dec. 10      Rev. Lindsay, “Revisiting Hanukkah” 
Dec. 17   UUSG Pageant Team, “No-Rehearsal Holiday Pageants”  A huge thank you to the Pageant 
Team: 

Meredith Vandre, Team Leader; Becky Hruby, Tom Russo, Eric Peterson, Chung Liang! 
Dec. 24 10 AM     Rev. Lindsay, special guest musican/guitarist Paul Moeller, accompanied on cello by 
his  

wife Kerena, and Readers Deb Brod, Don Brod, William Elbert, Gail Tattersfield, & George 
Tattersfield, “A Service of Readings & Carols for Christmas Eve Day” followed by a potluck 
brunch 

         4 PM  Rev. Lindsay, pianist Dean Malambri, and Readers Melissa Auer, Doreen Christiani, Bill  
Pokorny, Jeannie Scown, and Julie Riffle, “Christmas Eve Service for Families” 

         8 PM   Rev. Lindsay, pianist Sandra Anderson Cordogan, and the UUSG Christmas Choir,  
directed by Cynthia Spiegel,  “Candlelight Service of Readings and Carols for Christmas Eve” 

Dec. 31  10 AM  Rev. Lindsay, pianist Dean Malambri, and Reader/Worship Associate Melissa Auer, our  
annual Intergenerational Readings and Fire Ritual Service for the Turning of the Year” followed 

by  
a potluck brunch          

  
December Attendance: There were 3 2-service Sundays in December plus two special Sunday 
mornings, Dec. 24 and 31, when we had one service followed by a potluck brunch. Average attendance 
at the 3 2-service Sundays averaged 166; both of the single-service mornings had attendance 
somewhere around 75. “Official” Christmas Eve counts were, I think, low, in part because it’s very hard to 
count a roomful of hyperactive children and in part because there were a number of people who sneaked 
in late at both services. Officially, we had 75 and 155, for a total of 230; I suspect that the overall total was 
closer to 240. The high attendance on Christmas Eve Morning might have been because many who knew 
they could not attend either of the evening services made a point of being with their church community 
that morning. 
  
Overall, unfortunately, attendance continues to drop. We’re now at a weekly average of only 160 
(removing those special 1-service mornings from the count). This trend is everywhere, across regional 
and denominational lines, except among some of the more fundamentalist Christian groups. That’s not 
much comfort. 
  



Upcoming Events & Projects:  The new Worship Planning Team (Cynthia Spiegel, Geoff Pynn, Rhonda 
Robinson, Aaron Fogleman, Deb Brod) will have their first meeting on Sunday, January 7, with Rev. 
Lindsay, to start the planning for the next church year, starting with Summer 2018. 
  
January services: 
Jan. 7     Rev. Lindsay, “The 13th Day of Christmas” 
Jan. 14,  Rev. Lindsay, “The 5th Principle and Society at Large” 
Jan. 21   Rev. Lindsay, “Hatred and Hope” [totally unconnected to the sermon theme is the Heritage 
Team’s  

celebration of the Jan. 24 1844 Dedication of the original Sanctuary] 
Jan. 28   Rev. Lindsay, the Auction Basket Sermon, won by Shawn Thornton; he has requested a 
message  

based upon “Spidery Evolution.” No, I don’t know what that means yet, either, but I’m having fun  
learning about it! 

  
 

WOW Ministry Team 
Report submitted by: Glenda Peck 
Team representative at meeting: Glenda Peck 
Previous month’s activities that support the congregational goals: 

● For the past 6 weeks, transportation to and from Marianjoy Rehabilitation Center continues for a 
member of the church on a weekly or biweekly schedule.  We are thankful to Glenda Peck, 
George Tattersfield, Lesley Ronson Brown, Gail Tattersfield, Jamie Carroll, Jenny Montgomery, 
and Page Poris for helping with this request. This outreach is ongoing.  

● Soup from the Soup Brigade reserves has been delivered to a member who recently went 
through  minor surgery. Thanks go to Betty Bristol who arranged for the delivery. 

● Help has been arranged for the sister of a long-standing member who will be out of state for 
seven days.  Four team members, Elke Chateau, Jean Pierce, Kathy Meier, and Page Poris, as 
well as George Tattersfield and Glenda Peck are “on call” in the event this family member 
encounters a problem that needs outside assistance.  

●  Cards, notes, and emails of concern, care, sympathy, and celebration are sent as needed by 
Molly McKay Zacker and Glenda Peck.  Tracy Rosenkrans provides valuable information on the 
needs and concerns of our friends and members. This is an important outreach that is much 
appreciated by the congregation. This month in particular, cards went to The Wilson-Dooley 
family and Elba Karim. 

 
Upcoming events and projects: 
 
The Team has been notified several times of the discontinued use of the team emailer 
(wowteam@uusg.org) and to registered for Realm, our new church communication outlet.  Unfortunately, 
there remains more than 50% of the group who have not registered for this program.  The last email 
encouraged members to reach out for assistance to Christine Imielski, our Congregational Administrator, 
or to members of the congregation during Social Hour on Sundays. Leadership is hopeful that we get 
everyone “on board” before the church emailer is no longer in use.  
 
Our next WOW Social Hour will be March 25th.  The team has been notified will details to follow later in 
March.  
 
 

mailto:wowteam@uusg.org

