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Team Reports 
 
Communications Ministry Team 
 
Emergency Response Team 
Report Submitted By: Hal Schulman 
 
No updates for this month.  
 

Facilities Ministry Team 
 
We are glad to announce that the roofing project over the Common Room has been completed. 
 
This past Saturday the Team attempted to finish the wood trim and touch-up painting around the porches 
on the Pioneer House.  Progress was made, but it is slow going.  The trim around the porch posts 
requires a lot of custom work since no one post has the same measurements or because the porch 
slopes at different angles.  If the weather permits, we’ll try to make more progress before winter, but it’s 
possible we’ll have to wait until spring to finish the project.  Big thanks to Ron Craig for leading last 
weekend’s efforts. 
 
Our arborist, Gary Granberg, removed the spruce tree next to the Pioneer House and trimmed the maple 
tree in front of the sanctuary, as wells as trimmed a few other trees.  The spruce was removed because it 
was at its end of life and its lower branches were dying. 
 
Thanks to Pat McGleam cleaning up the landscape and to Dave Tomell for cleaning the gutters. 
  
Facilities Team will be turning its attention to interior projects, so if you’d like to see our historic site 
preserved, our meeting space improved, or our classrooms enhanced, then please contact Kevin O’Neill. 
We have a wide range of projects requiring varying levels of skill, so anyone can help. 
 
Finance Ministry Team 
Report Submitted By: Christine Imielski  
The monthly report will be available after this month’s Finance Team meeting. 

 



Green Sanctuary Ministry Team 
 
Reminder to sign up for Harvest Dinner on sign up genius or in the common room. 
Harvest Dinner Sat. 11-10 from 5-9 
Presentation: Tar Sands Pipelines, what can we do? 
 
This is the big one, from early October: 
The IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 degrees celsius 
http://report.ipcc.ch/sr15/pdf/sr15_spm_final.pdf 
 
A few weeks later, new science suggesting the UN excelatated reports are still too cautious - 
Startling new research finds large buildup of heat in the oceans, suggesting 
a faster rate of global warming 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/10/31/startling-new-research-fin
ds-large-buildup-heat-oceans-suggesting-faster-rate-global-warming/?utm_term=.5428352fad
22 
 
Because the scale of the changes needed are beyond our individual abilities, we should give 
serious consideration to: 

Collective action 
“Although individual choices and actions are important, experts say people need to unite 
if the scale of this challenge is to be met, making the political space for politicians and 
big businesses to make the necessary changes. 
Bill McKibben, a leading climate campaigner and  founder of 350.org , argues that the 
most important thing people can do is come together to form movements – or join 
existing groups – that can “push for changes big enough to matter”, from city-wide 
renewable energy programmes to large-scale divestment from fossil fuels.” 
Overwhelmed by Climate Change? Here’s what we can do: 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/climate-change-what-you-ca
n-do-campaigning-installing-insulation-solar-panels 
 
As a reminder, that does not mean we will actually do anything. During the last 
presidential debates, CC was not a topic. And in last weeks fundraising survey from the 
Democratic Party about which of the 10 suggested topics were of the greatest concern 
for potential donors - climate change was not mentioned. 
 
Project SnowFall continues - raising climate change to the level of discussion so that 
action may be possible. Letter #6,  What Can Be Done?  was published last month in our 
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Pioneer Newsletter. It gives a very brief summary of a book and project called “Draw 
Down”  detailing just what to do that was published last year with the subtitle:  The Most 
Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming.  The project continues 
to collect and organize information with a much more extensive collection at 
drawdown.org. 

 

 
Heritage Ministry Team 
Report submitted by: Patricia Ward, for months of July, August, September and October 2018 
Team representative at meeting: Patricia Ward 

Previous months’ activities that directly support the current Congregational Goals (as applicable) 
● Goal: Growth to Achieve Our Vision 
● Progress: N/A 
● Goal: Make a Positive Difference in Our Community 
● Progress: N/A 
● Goal: Increased Congregational Engagement 
● Progress: When we are up to speed with the digitizing software, we will be inviting volunteers to 

contribute time to scan photos & documents, activity suitable for middle-school age and older. 
● Goal: A Facility & Staffing that Supports Our Vision 
● Progress: N/A 
● Goal: Align Finances To Realize Our Vision 
● Progress:  Congregational gift campaign to raise money for digitizing software without affecting 

the church budget and ongoing practice of minimizing budgetary expenses. 
 
Previous month’s other activities and accomplishments (as applicable) 

● Met on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month for regular team business of continued 
consolidation of file folders to eliminate duplicates and boxing of folders in related or logical 
groups, as well as overall survey and protection of archival books in church collection. 

● Now that the urgency and busyness of the beginning of the church year and the arrival of the 
interim co-ministers has occurred, we are discussing an announcement to the congregation about 
the second printing of  Pulpit and Pew Tales . 

● Voted to change our meeting times to the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month. 
● Pat Ward recently learned from Patrick McGleam that the portrait of Augustus Conant was 

painted directly on wood, not on a canvas.  Therefore, there is no concern about the backing 
wood panel transmitting tannins or off-gases to the canvas; no preservation is necessary. 

 
Progress on Team Goals (if applicable) 

● Goal:  To write Volume 2 of the church history, from 1992 to 2017, for the church's 175th 
anniversary. 

● Progress:  Completed, as  Lighting the Chalice . 
● Goal:  To reprint the original  Pulpit & Pew Tales  for sale to congregation and public. 
● Progress: Completed. 
● Goal:  To purchase software to create digital archives. 
● Progress:  Completed. 
● Goal:  To move the remainder of artifacts from the Potter Room to the Heritage closet or filing 

cabinets. 
● Progress:  On the team agenda but towards the bottom. 
● Goal:  To finish the inventory of the church safe deposit box and provide greater preservation for 

some objects. 

http://drawdown.org/


● Progress: Third – and hopefully final – visit to the bank to complete the inventory, including at 
least one photo of each item, to be scheduled as soon as possible. 

● Goal: To create a retention schedule for transferring church documents, including those 
born-digital, to the church archives on a scheduled basis for permanent retention. 

● Progress: Under study. 
 
Upcoming Events & Projects 

 
● Installation and learning to use ResourceMate archival software. 

 
Hospitality and Fellowship Ministry Team 
 
 

Lifespan Religious Education  

 
Make A Difference (MAD) Fund 
 

 
Nominating Committee 
Report Submitted By: Jim Frazier 
 
The board has filled out our committee with Deb Brod and Jessica Littlefield. 
 
 
 
 

Social Justice Ministry Team 
October 28th Social Justice Meeting Notes 
  BOW 

   September – we collected $1097 for Lazarus House 

   October - Humanitarian Seniors and Crop Walk 

   November – Vets to nominate a charity for Vets day service on November 11th, IYC balance 

of the month, 

   Share of auction proceeds to go to Northern Illinois Food Bank and Mutual Ground 



Addiction Discussion with Mental Health Group - Roxanne and Bill met with Peter and the 

Mental Health Team on Sunday to discuss the Opioid Crisis and what UUSG might do to 

counter some of the risk to our congregation and the community.  After  a lot of discussion we 

concluded that the opioid problem is a serious threat to our UUSG community, that the 

community is unaware and that it appears that our kids may not be getting the appropriate 

education to deal with it.  Roxanne, Peter and Bill will meet with the LRE team to discuss.  

We will be providing transportation to the polls on Nov 6 Drivers volunteering so far are Jean, 

Page, Tom, Bill   

On November 8th at 7 PM at the St Charles Library The Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and 

Refugee Rights and the League of Women Voters will be discussing Services for Immigrants.  

The November Meeting will be moved to the 18 th  due to Thanksgiving holiday weekend 

 
Stewardship Ministry Team 
 
Technology Ministry Team 

 
Welcoming Ministry Team 
 
Report Submitted By: Jim Frazier 
 
Pathway to Membership class was cancelled due to lack of participation.  The next one will be held in 
February 
 

Worship Ministry Team 
 

WOW Ministry Team 
Report submitted by: Glenda Peck 
Member present at Council Meeting: Glenda Peck 

 
Wow Activity for November: 

● Transportation continues to be provided for a disabled adult living by herself in North Aurora.  We 
provide transportation to medical appointments as well as everyday shopping trips.  This is done 
approximately 6 - 8 times monthly depending on her needs.  Page Poris and Kurt Heinz are the 
two people on our Team who tirelessly step up to help with this ministry.  Additionally, Sandy 
Bottoms, Jamie Carroll, Sherri Casterline, and Glenda Peck help when needed. 
 



● Social Hour was provided by the WOW Team on October 21.  Thanks go to Lesley Ronson 
Brown, Debbie Leoni, Kevin Beyer, Lisa Gades, Holly and Lulu Orcutt, Kathy Meier, Sally Jones, 
William Elbert, Rhonda Robinson, David deCoriolis, Betty Bristol, Diane Gallentine, Sherri 
Casterline, Carol Myers, Pat O’Malley, Susan Williams, Sandy and Dan Bottoms,and Glenda 
Peck. It was a wonderful community time for all. 

 
● Soup and cookies were brought to a member of the church who had cataract surgery.  This was 

provided by Carol Myers and The Soup Brigade. 
 

● Soup and brownies were provided for a friend of the church whose wife recently died.  This 
outreach was handled by Carol Myers and The Soup Brigade. 

 
● A friend of the church asked WOW for financial assistance.  He was directed to our MADD Fund. 

 
● Page Poris drove a member of the church to a doctor’s appointment.  Thanks to Page. 

 
● Tracey McFadden installed storm windows for a friend of the church.  This woman wanted to pay 

him, but the payment was directed to UUSG on behalf of this helpful service.  Thanks to Tracey. 
 

● WOW continues to asked for cards to be sent to a long standing member of the church who 
recently was moved to a nursing home.  

 
● A dear member of the church has moved from her home to a retirement complex.  She received 

help from the WOW Team in the form of food (Soup Brigade offering and blueberry bread), 
moving help, and furniture disposal. We will continue to reach out to this person until she is 
completely settled.  Thanks to Glenda Peck and Kathy Meier for their help. 

 
● A request for a karaoke machine for the Auction went out to the WOW Team.  We did not have 

any replies. 
 

● A meal was provided by Pat Vary for a member of UUSG who went through hip surgery.  
 

● The WOW Team Auction Basket was very popular.  Thanks to the following members of the team 
who contributed to the basket: Christine Imielski, Rhonda Robinson and David deCoriolis, 
Maureen McKeough, Page Poris, Carol Myers, William Elbert, Kathy Meier, and Glenda Peck.  

 
Additional Actions: 

● WOW Team Leadership, along with Christine Imielski, will be meeting soon to reduce the WOW 
Team membership to those who have responded to an email asking for commitment to the Team. 
Our membership has grown to over 100 members, however, it is evident that approximately 40 - 
50 members are actually involved (help with outreach once a year). Our intent is to also reduce 
the number of WOW Team members on the  wowteam@uusg.org  emailer so that the emailer 
functions better.  About one-third of the remaining members will be getting their WOW information 
from Realm. Our ultimate goal is to move as many members of the WOW Team as possible to 
using Realm as their primary form of communication from WOW. We do have some active 
members who have stated that they choose not to use Realm, so our wowteam emailer will 
remain for those members. 

 
Staff Reports 
 

mailto:wowteam@uusg.org


Rev. Jennifer Innis, Interim Co-Minister 
 
Rev. Patrick Price, Interim Co-Minister 
 
Christine Imielski, Congregational Administrator  
Highlights for the month: 

1. Special Projects assigned by Interim Ministers: Researched best practices for protecting 
confidential documents/information in the workplace; outlined musician payments and budgeting 
for music/worship; reported net & gross amounts for last 5 years of Swedish Days Pizza Booth; 
created timelines that report LRE & Minister staffing for 1997 to present; compiled list of past 
greeters; sent Board and Council minutes for specific timeframes; gathered letters of agreement 
for prior employees; compiled list of Hymns from Order of Worship from the past 12 years. 

2. The Board passed a policy that all members of the Finance Team and Counters should have a 
background check completed. I arranged for these members to complete the authorization form, 
and ran background checks for all that turned in their paperwork.  

3. Printed Directory -- Finally printed it! This is an ongoing work in progress as Members & Friends 
continue to sign up for Realm and change their privacy settings. Having a printed version has 
encouraged many to sign up for Realm in order to be included. 

4. Gathered YRUU CON registrations, completed registration for youth and advisors, sent CON 
payment to host church. 

5. Met with our Quickbooks consultant to update our payroll subscription and resolve some 
payroll/liabilities reporting. 

Previous month’s other activities and accomplishments 
·Communications 

- Daily updates to UUSG website 
- Facebook Postings.  
- Edited Mini-Pioneer bulletins 
- Sent weekly reminder emails to counters, recruited new counting assistants, check signers 
- Answered emails and phone calls. 
- Special Email blasts for Printed Directory, Auction, All Souls Service 
- Created, designed, and edited Pioneer 
- Updated various events and activities on the calendar 
- Created/Edited/Updated Sign Up Genius for Luncheonettes, Counters, Greeting, Women’s Circle, 

Memorial Service, Women’s Retreat, Harvest Dinner, Thanksgiving, Circle Suppers, Auction 
·Facilities/Emergency Response Committee 

- Art Wall coordination 
- Gave out door key codes as needed 
- Updated key codes and sent to appropriate parties 
- Coordinated room reservations and Building Use Agreements 
- Garbage and Recycling out weekly 

· LRE 
- Miscellaneous correspondence and answered questions on Sundays. 
- Registration updates and data entry.  

·Technology 



- Updated email forwarders as requested 
- Updating member & friend info in Realm, adding new visitor information 

·Finance/Stewardship 
- Created Finance Report, Check Report, and Credit Card Report 
- Corresponded with congregants on Pledge Balances and record keeping 
- Processed Paypal donations 
- Paid employment taxes, filed Federal and State reports 
- Paid bills, ran payroll, made weekly deposits 
- Corresponded with appropriate parties on BOW collections, sent donations to appropriate 

recipients. 
- Paid reimbursement requests 
- Reconciled Bank Statements with Dave Moore 

·Other 
- Arranged lunch for Interim Start Up Seminar--ordered food, set up, etc.  
- Attended meetings: Staff (weekly), Finance, Council, Board, Meetings with incoming President 

David de Coriolis, Interim Co-Ministers 
- Updated online worship outline weekly 
- Arranged for pickup/drop off of various items for congregation members 

 
Lisa Rittenberry, Administrative Assistant 
·          Create weekly Mini-Pioneers & E-blasts 

·          Edit and proof Pioneer 

·          Filing 

·          Press Releases 

·          Post Office & Process Mail 

·          Create name tags 

·          Tidy Sanctuary weekly 

·          Attend staff meetings weekly 

·          Attend various meetings with Revs. Patrick and Jennifer 

·          Document Shredding 

·          Fill in Worship Outline 

·          Fill chalices with oil weekly 

·          Creation of various documents, reimbursement envelopes, funds transmittal envelopes, 
                   weekly finance docs  

·          Facilities Meeting October 17 

·          Maintain Handyman List 



·          Obtained Quotes for Stoop Repair and re-finish and 110 entrance re-finish (Sundek), Tree 
                   Removal, Tree Clean-up (front), Removal of west side plant beds, contact city for tree  
                   trimming 

·          Special Projects determined by Christine 

 
 
 
 


