
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Joint Councils 

October 7, 2013 
 

 
A.  Staff Reports 

 
Senior Minister’s Report 
by the Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates 
 
September was a busy, exciting month, with the special Music Service, the Picnic, Homecoming, the 
“Doctor Durabilitatis” celebration honoring the UUSG members who have stayed with us for 35 years or 
more. Attendance has been good, the energy at the social hours has been high and welcoming, and all in 
all, we're off to a good start. 
 
Most of my September work has been involved with preparing for and leading 4 of the 5 Sunday 
mornings. Summer attendance was good - averaging in the 90s overall. Even on the day of the Festival of 
the Vine and the All-Church Picnic, we had a full sanctuary for the Music Service. I'm hoping we can 
create a tradition of ending our summers with something similar in the future. The congregation enjoys 
the music, the musicians did a phenomenal job, and it was a great lead-in for the picnic. 
 
13 of the 20 invitees for the Doctor of Hanging In There ceremony were present on September 22. I 
hadn't been sure how the celebration would be received, but the feedback I've received so far has all 
been positive. We'll mail the certificates to those who, because of ill health or other obligations, weren't 
able to be with us. 
 
I had 13 pastoral sessions, 8 in person, 3 by phone and 2 via email exchanges (my least favorite, but at 
times it's the best we can do). I was able to attend the Council session but missed the Board meeting 
because of a bad cold I didn't want to share with anyone else. Deb Brod and I had to cancel our plans to 
meet regarding the Committee on Ministries when Don needed medical attention (I'm close to deciding 
that committee is simply jinxed and should be allowed to fade away....). Formal staff meetings are 
restarting on Tuesday mornings when at least two of the three of us are in the buildings. I also had one 
wedding in September, for nonmembers in Lemont at the Enchanted Estate. 
 
28 people signed up but only 20 attended the September Last Tuesday hypnotism session - a lot of our 
regulars were knocked out by allergies or colds. The next info/intake session is in October, after which I'm 
hoping the number of participants will go back up. I'm requiring at least 25 affirmative responses to my 
RSVP email for the program to go on each month. If we drop below 20 on a regular basis, I'll consider 
putting the program on hiatus and doing something else with the Last Tuesday of the month. 
 
My logged hours for September came to 152.5, or about 38 hours per week. Considering that I also had 5 
cancer-related appointments that interrupted my schedule, I'd say that was a pretty good average. I've 
been assured that there will be far fewer in future months. There are only 3 in October, and only one of 
them is going to interfere with my usual routines, on Oct. 8. I won't be in Geneva until late afternoon, but I 
do expect to be in plenty of time for the Board meeting. 
 
I'll be leaving immediately after church on Sept. 29 for my fall retreat at Christ in the Wilderness, just 
outside Stockton, IL. I return in the afternoon on October 6, so I'll miss the Council meeting. Scot Giles is 
covering the pulpit on the 6th for me. I'll be away on October 18, 19, & 20, being the Dutiful Spouse for 
the Mid-America Hypnosis Convention. Thom Thomas has the pulpit that day. 
 
Let me know if there's anything else you need to know! 
 
 
 



Joint Council Committee Reports 2 October 13 

Congregational Administrator’s Report 
by Katie Phillips 
 
Previous Month’s Activities: 

 Caught up after vacation 
 Worked with Jean Pierce, Cindy Vacek, Linda Burke, Pat Vary, and Jeanne Scown on the 

final details of the new Mini-Pioneer and cover 
 Created special email blasts for Assistant Minister Search Survey, Honoring Our Longest-

Standing Members, and the Teleconference on the Affordable Care Act 
 Arranged to have a dead skunk removed from under the side Pioneer House porch 
 Worked on bulletin board displays for new members and “People You Should Know” 
 Contacted everyone currently in the directory to ask for updated information 
 Made multiple calls and met with 2 companies to get a snow removal service lined up for this 

winter; the company we’ve been using doesn’t have any other customers in Geneva this 
year, so they’re not going to handle UUSG again. 

 Worked with Jeff Stibal to provide support for a rental for a Fox Valley Jewish Neighbors’ bat 
mitzvah 

 Attended Board, Finance, and Lay Ministry Committee meetings 
 Proofread Mini-Pioneer 
 Created Pioneer 
 Created text for weekly email blast 
 Paid bills and did payroll 
 Created monthly financial report 
 Send reminder emails to counters 
 Answered emails 
 Updated online worship outline weekly; notified musicians 
 Prepared Council reports and agenda 
 Updated various events and activities on the calendar 

 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, I am Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
Jean Pierce, Cindy Vacek, Lindsay, and I have worked on guidelines for announcements to be read by 
the Worship Associate at the beginning of each service. In addition, I created a concise list of guidelines 
and deadlines that will be included in the Mini-Pioneer. Please review them, particularly regarding 
submissions that don’t follow the word limits. 
 

How to Publicize Your Event 
Follow these guidelines and send your announcement to our Congregational Administrator, Katie 
Phillips, at office@uusg.org. 

 
Pioneer Monthly Newsletter 

• 100 words or less; due by 9am on the 4th Monday of each month (check 
www.uusg.org/calendar for specific dates, as the deadline may change depending on 
holidays and vacations) 

 
Mini-Pioneer Weekly Bulletin 

• 100 words or less; due by 9am on the preceding Wednesday 
 
“News of the Week” Monday Email 

• 50 words or less; due by 9am on the preceding Wednesday 
 

To be Read During the Worship Services 
• 50 words or less; due by 9am on the preceding Wednesday 
• Only for committee or group activities and events that pertain to a large portion of the 

congregation; not for volunteer recruitment 
• Will only be read on 2 dates; generally the week before and the week of the event, unless 

otherwise specified 
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• A limited number will be read each Sunday on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 

To be Posted on the UUSG Facebook Page 
• 50 words or less 
• No deadline, but posting can take up to 3 days after submission 

 
For All Publicity 

• Deadlines are firm. 
• Submissions may be edited by staff for content or length. 
• Announcements that do not follow word limits will not be used; if the deadline has 

passed; additional time will not be given for revisions. 
 
Upcoming Events:  

 I will be off work on Sunday, September 29; Tuesday, October 8; and Sunday, October 27. 
 Pioneer Deadline: 9am on Monday, October 28 
 Next Council Reports Due: 9am on Thursday, October 31 

 
 
Church School Administrator’s Report 
Report submitted by: Michelle Gibson 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 Homecoming Sunday 
 Registration 
 Updating email forwarders 
 Registration spreadsheets 
 Contact information spreadsheets 
 Junior High Parent Meeting 
 Attendance spreadsheets 
 Entering students in Church Windows 
 Parent Communications 
 Mini-Pioneer 
 Email Blast 
 Pioneer 
 Teacher Binders 
 Bulletin Board 
 Curriculum supply purchases 
 Correspondence 
 Background checks 
 Nursery scheduling 

 

 
B.  Administrative Council Committee Reports 

 
Facilities Committee 
Report submitted by: Deann Alleman 
Committee representatives at the meeting: Mary Swanson 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 Construction completed so that basement classrooms were ready for occupancy on 
Homecoming Sunday 

 Arranged for set-up of rooms for Homecoming Sunday 
 Work progressed on construction of the replacement for the Sanctuary door 
 Conversed with surveyor to arrange for installation of property boundary markers; received 

approval for additional funding; surveyor has done preliminary marking of lines 
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 Workday organized by Patrick McGleam for cleaning & replenishing the gravel edging around 
the sanctuary 

 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
Needed work was completed and we were able to pass inspections by the Fire Department and City to 
allow for use of the classrooms on September 15. Work continues on the storeroom in the basement & 
the two closets in the Conant Room.   
 
Progress on Goals 
Goal: To increase the volunteer support for maintenance, particularly for landscaping work. 
Progress: Ongoing. We are impressed with the team of volunteers who have come forward to work on 
landscape maintenance. Much gratitude to Pat McGleam.    
 
Goal: To continue to implement environmentally sustainable actions in the ongoing maintenance and 
improvement of the UUSG facilities. 
Progress: Ongoing. We have taken steps to recycle items as part of our cleaning process.   
 
Goal: Reinstitute the Building Inspection Team to provide monthly inspection of building exteriors. 
Progress: The schedule has been updated. The checklist is being revised to reflect these changes.     
 
 Upcoming projects 

 Installation of new gutters over 110 entrance 
 Replacement of PH roof sections 
 Replacement of sanctuary door 
 Storage & closet cleaning ongoing 

 

 
Finance Committee 
The monthly report will be available in early October. 
 
September 2013 Income Summary: 
September 1, 2013: Pledges: $5,117  BOW Donations: $221 
September 8, 2013: Pledges: $4,462  BOW Donations: $319 
September 15, 2013: Pledges: $7,867.50  BOW Donations: $578 
September 22, 2013:  Pledges: $3,701  BOW Donations: $610 
September 29, 2013:  Pledges: $5,868  BOW Donations: $409 
Totals:   Pledges: $27,015.50  BOW Donations: $2,137 
 
In September, $2,137 has been collected for “Beyond Our Walls” -- $781 for JAMS, $300 for IYC, $181 
for Seniors, and $875 unspecified. 
 

 
Fundraising 

 
Nominating Committee 

 
Personnel Committee 

 
Technology Committee 

 
C.  Program Council Committee Reports 

Canvass Committee 

Committee on Ministries 



Joint Council Committee Reports 5 October 13 

 
Communications Committee 
Report submitted by: Sara Hoerdeman 
Committee representatives at the meeting: none 
 
Previous Month’s Activities: 

 Decided to continue to run our annual advertisement in the Dare to Dream program booklet, 
will redesign for next year 

 Discussed procedures for the password-protected, members-only section of the UUSG 
website 

 Began to ask for donations to UUSG to support NPR; ComCom will match up to $250. 
 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
Item: Thanks to Lindsay’s urging at the welcome back service, we have 26 new followers on Facebook 
since Sunday, September 15! We welcome committee chairs to email us at facebook@uusg.org when 
they’d like announcements made on our page. We’re nearly at 400 total page likes, so it’s a good way to 
reach a wide audience. 
 
On this topic, we are Seeking Input for a Decision in Process 
Some of the things (Board minutes, committee reports, finance report) we had planned on including in the 
Members-Only section of the website are now being linked to from the weekly emails. We’d still like to 
offer access to the directory online, but that isn’t restricted to members only. What other information would 
be useful for members to have access to? 
 
Progress on Committee Goals 
We’re still looking for new members and a new chair.  
 
Upcoming Events 
Meeting October 20 
 

 
Green Sanctuary Committee 
Report submitted by: Llona Steele 
Committee representative at the meeting: Nancy Goodfellow 

Previous Month’s Activities  
Harvested herbs and offered them to congregation during coffee hour 
 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
GSC will begin making contributions to a Community Energy wind farm using the funds from the 
generous anonymous wind energy donation made several years ago when we began to work with wind 
energy. In January 2014, we plan to make a payment to cover the first six months of the year and then 
will continue making payments every six months until the designated fund is depleted.    
 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
Scheduling conflicts caused a change in the date for the potluck Harvest Supper. It will be Saturday, 
November 2 at 6pm. Sign-up sheets are posted in the Common Room and online. Participants are 
encouraged to bring a soup/chili/stew or a bread product or a veggie salad or tray or a pie, cobbler, tart or 
dessert bar. The speaker will be determined soon. 
 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
GSC supports Monica Jenkins’ presentation of Climate Change scheduled for the “Munch & Learn” on 
Sunday, October 27. 
 
 



Joint Council Committee Reports 6 October 13 

Progress on Committee Goals 
Already submitted. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Harvest Supper on Saturday, November 2 
 

 
Heritage Committee 

 
Hospitality & Fellowship Team 
Report submitted by: Cindy Vacek  
Committee representative at the meeting: none 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 Church Picnic 
 Social Hour scheduling 

 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, we are Sending information or requesting action from the ALL Committees. 
Approximately 175 people attending the picnic on September 8. We feel that mailing the “Save the Date” 
postcard made a major difference in attendance. Usually 100-125 folks have attended in the past 6 years.  
We reached out & recruited 6 new UU members/nonmembers to work on various activities. H&F is 
encouraging all committee chairs that if you have an upcoming project to contact new members to 
participate. All said yes when approached and brought new ideas, energy, and enthusiasm in the 
planning process. By being involved, some expressed how it made them feel like they were more of our 
church community and were inspired that they had the opportunity to contribute new ideas.  One 
individual did comment that he had approached a committee recently with a new idea and felt like his idea 
was acknowledged and then put aside with no further discussion. 
 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
Social Hour continues to be a success with the support of church committees and groups.  New sign-up 
begins in November for hosting in January-May. If your committee/team has not hosted, please make 
plans to do so. If you’re a small committee with 3 or fewer, members seek out a similar committee/team to 
partner with and select a date. If you need help in any capacity for this ongoing church project please 
contact us. 
 
Progress on Committee Goals 
On target with goals. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Holiday church decorating after Thanksgiving 
 
Other 
Cancelled: “UUs Who Cook” event 
 

 
Lay Ministry Committee 
No report. 

 
Lifespan Religious Education Committee 
Report submitted by: Linda Burke 
Committee representative at the meeting: Linda Burke 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 Opening Sunday, September 15: “For All Ages” introduced teachers to congregation 
 Church school served 66 students on September 15 and 55 students on September 22. 
 Registered 113 children and 55 families 
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 Completed teaching teams for all groups except for 11:15 am PreK (2 needed), junior high (1 
needed) 

 Successful Junior high parents meeting with 12 parents attending 
 Started RE Music program; children will sing in Sanctuary on November 3 
 Prepared 2 remodeled downstairs classrooms with assistance from many individuals 
 Introduced “Busy Bags” for the Sanctuary, thanks to Elba Karim and Michelle Gibson 
 Three YRUU advisors attended Advisor conference, and Elba Karim is on the board of the 

youth advisors group 
 20 care packages have been sent to young adults away from UUSG 

 
Issues and/or Information 
On this topic, we are Sharing Information (no discussion necessary) 
LRE has instituted a Sunday LRE point person, usually Michelle Gibson and/or Linda Burke. If there are 
any LRE-related issues on a given Sunday morning, please see the LRE point person. The list by month 
is on the LRE bulletin board. 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Habitat Trip Review, Potluck, and YRUU Parent Meeting-September 29, 2013 
 Junior High Social Group- October 5 
 Picnic play date- October 13th – off site 
 YRUU Corn Maze October 13th – off site 
 YRUU Overnight-October 13th 
 Munch and Learn- October 27th – Monica Jenkins on Environment 
 OWL Parent Meeting-October 28, 2013 
 Fall Youth Conference (CON)-November 15-17, Rockford 

 

 
MAD Fund 
Report submitted by: Lindsay Bates 
 
The bank and I agree that the Make a Difference account currently has $13,347.72 in it. In late August we 
issued one check for rental assistance. 

 
Membership Committee 

 
Social Justice Committee 
Report submitted by: Jean Pierce 
Committee representative at the meeting: Lisa Gades 
 
Previous Month’s Activities 

 International Day of Peace Celebration: 60 people attended Community Organizer training 
 Day of Service: 19 people helped at the Northern Illinois Food Bank 
 “Munch & Learn” on September 29: The Affordable Care Act with Tom Haslett and Nell 

Haslett-Brousse 
 Hosted Social Hour on September 29 

 
Progress on Committee Goals 

Goal: Consider whether/ how to continue Lazarus House partnership – particularly overnight commitment; 
Progress: Maureen McKeough arranged for a rotation for overnighters, Patricia Betzen is scheduling 
dinners, Jean Pierce is arranging for lunches – but we need someone to help with that. 
 
Goal: Add a YRUU liaison to the committee 
Progress: We’ve decided it would be a better idea to invite YRUU-ers to take on a project which needs to 
be covered. 
 
Goal: Develop criteria to know whether we are being effective for our identified, supported projects 
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Progress: We will invite the congregation to “vote with their money” for different causes – see the 
progress on the fourth goal 
 
Goal: Refine policies for “Beyond Our Walls” and loose plate collections 
Progress: In order to find out what the congregation endorses, beginning in September, we  invited 
individuals to consciously choose which of 3 causes should get their loose change contributions. For 
September through November, people will have 3 choices – IYC,  Senior care packages, and JAMS 
school. We would like for people to intentionally choose where they would like their money to be sent, and 
write that cause on an envelope.  Any money which is not designated will be split among the three 
causes. While this approach will require more bookkeeping and envelopes, it will give people choices, 
and it should cause people to make conscious decisions about what they support – rather than simply 
throwing money into whatever Social Justice chooses. All money not earmarked for UUSG which is 
donated on the Sunday when the Veterans lead the service will go to a cause identified by them. (they 
were given the option of listing their cause as one of the three for these months, but they chose not to do 
so) 

  
Upcoming Events: 

 October 1-2: Healthcare Teleconference – sponsored by Garrett Theological Seminary. 
RSVP to Jean by 9am on October 1 

 Oct. 6: Jeannie Scown will tell the For All Ages story about the BOW options 
 Monthly Day of Service – Oct. 20 CROP Walk 
 Friday Focus Oct. 25 Monica Jenkins: Climate Reality Project 

 

 
Worship Committee 
Report submitted by: Lindsay Bates 
 
The Pulpit & Music Ministries continue to work together to integrate more music into the service. Special 
thanks to Tracy Rosenkrans (Music Director) and to Cynthia Spiegel (hymn selection) for their work. 
 
The year's calendar has been finalized (so far as such things are humanly possible).  Rev. Lindsay will be 
in the pulpit or otherwise leading the service on 27 of the year's 40 2-service Sundays, as well as 
Christmas Eve and Tenebrae. Special guests this year will include our UUSG Intentional Puppet Theater, 
Scot Giles, Thom Thomas, Bill Pokorny, Jean Pierce, our Veterans, the No-Rehearsal Pageant 
presenters, Interweave, YRUU and the Coming of Age group. 
 
Lindsay did 3 of this year's 10 Summer Services; in 2014 she plans to do at least half of them. We do, 
however, have a large number of very talented individuals and groups who have expressed interest in 
helping to lead services. While understanding that the majority of the congregation like to have Lindsay in 
the pulpit, it's important that we also give other voices a chance to be heard. 
 
The LRE Ministry has also asked that Lindsay continue the practice of spending three Sunday mornings 
with church school classes; special thanks to Scot Giles, Bill Pokorny and Jean Pierce who are taking the 
pulpit on those three Sundays. 
 
September service attendance: 
September 1, 2013 10am: 79 
September 8, 2013 10am: 80 
September 15, 2013 9:30am: 80; 11:15am: 124 
September 22, 2013 9:30am: 63; 11:15am: information not available 
September 29, 2013 9:30am: 97; 11:15am: 120 
 

 
WOW Team 
Report submitted by: Glenda Peck 
Committee representative at the meeting: none 
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Previous Month’s Activities: 
The leadership contacted Jim and Mary Roberts on four different occasions. We offered ministry from the 
WOW team. Help was graciously declined at this point in time. We will follow up with an e-mail or phone 
call in October. 
 
The leadership team contacted Thom Thomas with an offer of help by providing an additional meal or 
other service. Help was graciously declined at this point in time. 
 
Contacted Bill and Jean Becker with an additional offer of help to sort and pack for their upcoming move. 
Team member who assisted: Jean Pierce. Bill and Jean were also contacted by Betty Bristol with an offer 
to help. 
 
Leadership team contacted Lesley Ronson with an offer of help from WOW. Help was graciously declined 
at this point in time. 
 
Request to the WOW Team: Provide room/home accommodation for Lin, Susan Conant’s pianist for the 
weekend of Oct 18 – 21. This request is ongoing. No reply at this point. 
 
Request to WOW Team: Request availability to provide transportation to church for Tom Crededio. This 
request is ongoing. No reply at this point.  
 
Words of encouragement continue to be sent to member/friends of the church by Molly MacKay Zacker 
and Tracy Rosenkrans 
 
Progress on Committee Goals: 
The leadership of this committee is continuing to provide follow-up for members and friends of the church 
who may need longer term monitoring.   
 
Upcoming Events: 
Social Hour on September 15, 2013 went very well. Eleven members of the WOW team provided food 
and an additional 9 members helped with set up and clean up. The team used this occasion to promote 
our ministry. 
 
 
 
 


